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[Figure 1]

Thomas is practicing throwing an old discus ring he found in the attic. After an exhausting
afternoon, Thomas sits with the discus ring and starts to examine it. He uses a ruler to
measure the radius, which is 11 cm. He also finds a way to measure the diameter of the circle
he marked out to throw the discus into – it’s 2.5 m across. Now that he has this information
about both circles, how can Thomas figure out the circumference of each?

In this concept, you will learn to find the diameter, radius and circumference of circles.

Circumference

Circles are unique geometric figures. A circle is the set of points that are equidistant from a
center point. The radius of a circle is the distance from the center to any point on the circle.
The diameter is the distance across the circle through the center. The diameter is always
twice as long as the radius.

You also use the special number pi  when dealing with circle calculations. Pi is a decimal
that is infinitely long , but in your calculations you round it to 3.14. Pi is
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the ratio of the circumference, or distance around a circle, to the diameter.

Circles are special in geometry because this ratio of the circumference and the diameter
always stays the same. In other words, these two measurements are related. If you change
the diameter, the circumference changes proportionally. For example, if you double the
length of the diameter, the circumference doubles also.

Look at the circles below. Find the ratio of the circumference to the diameter for both
circles. What do you notice?

[Figure 2]

 

Notice, when you divide the circumference of a circle by its diameter, no matter how big or
small the circle is, you will always get the same number. Whenever you divide the
circumference by the diameter, you will always get 3.14, pi .
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The circumference of a circle can be found using the formula: . Since the diameter 
 is twice the radius , you can also use the formula: 

Let’s look at an example.

What is the circumference of a circle that has a diameter of 3 inches?

First, substitute what you know into the formula for circumference.

Next, solve for the circumference.

The answer is 9.42.

The circumference is 9.42 inches.

Examples

Example 1

Earlier, you were given a problem about Thomas and his discus.

The discus ring has a radius of 11 cm. The throwing area has a diameter of 2.5 m.

First, substitute what you know into the formula for circumference to find the circumference
of the discus.

Next, solve for the circumference.
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The answer is 69.12.

The circumference of the discus is 69.1 cm.

Then, substitute what you know into the formula for circumference to find the
circumference of the discus throwing area.

Next, solve for the circumference.

The answer is 7.85.

The circumference of the throwing circle for the discus is 7.85 meters.

Example 2

What is the circumference of a circle if the radius is 2.5 feet?

First, substitute what you know into the formula for circumference.

Next, solve for the circumference.

The answer is 15.71.

The circumference is 15.7 feet.

Example 3

Find the circumference of each circle given the diameter is 6 inches.
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First, substitute what you know into the formula for circumference.

Next, solve for the circumference.

The answer is 18.85.

The circumference is 18.85 inches.

Example 4

Find the circumference of each circle given the radius is 4.5 feet.

First, substitute what you know into the formula for circumference.

Next, solve for the circumference.

The answer is 28.27.

The circumference is 28.27 feet.

Example 5

Find the circumference of each circle given the diameter is 3.5 meters.

First, substitute what you know into the formula for circumference.
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Next, solve for the circumference.

The answer is 11.0.

The circumference is 11.0 meters.

Review

Find the circumference of each circle given the radius or diameter. Use 3.14 to approximate 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Find the diameter given each circumference. Use 3.14 to approximate 

11. 

12. 

13. 
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Report Content Errors

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

Review (Answers)

To see the review answers, return to the Table of Contents and select ‘Other Versions’ or
‘Resources’.

9

https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/1198376
https://www.ck12.org/
https://flexbooks.ck12.org/flx/b/1198376
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf0FzLyIImbJsJ2gVKD2wVRCfkXuGTXeZLPXlng4U2KZ0Er9g/viewform?formkey=dHlaUFlvNnZrRzhPcWVWbzJ0ZGVFb1E6MQ&entry.1000002=https://flexbooks.ck12.org/user:c82fb0a2bc0f/cbook/basic-math-academic-bridge/section/7.7/primary/lesson/circumference-of-circles-msm8/?interactive_disable=true&isLazy=false
https://flexbooks.ck12.org/cbook/ck-12-middle-school-math-concepts-grade-8/


1.0  REFERENCES

Image Attributions

Credit:  The US Army
Source: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/soldiersmediacenter/4525280169/in/photolist-7TTf8T-558Z3N-aZnTU8-bXMZBs-7UJCh5-aic69D-aZsgGe-5rru1r-ej4wqW-bymmS6-5Nkiiu-eye
9LD-5tF2Jh-euDRM-a84YFN-bymmDe-5GamNn-5xwwMQ-5d7VUY-owz7E1-gqWJi-7NjYnt-9kVW3B-92xitP-9Rt1JC-9PDqZa-9Rq7zn-6LeyXr-aoamjZ-9iw9rL-9iw9iU-9i
w84Q-9iw9nw-9iw9dE-9it25p-9it21p-9it1Vx-9it1QH-9iw8Pu-9iw8Kj-9it1D8-9it1z2-9it1tV-9it1qM-9iw8m3-9iw8hq-9it1b2-9isZgi-9iw71u-5rvPf3

Credit:  The US Army
Source: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/soldiersmediacenter/4525280169/in/photolist-7TTf8T-558Z3N-aZnTU8-bXMZBs-7UJCh5-aic69D-aZsgGe-5rru1r-ej4wqW-bymmS6-5Nkiiu-eye
9LD-5tF2Jh-euDRM-a84YFN-bymmDe-5GamNn-5xwwMQ-5d7VUY-owz7E1-gqWJi-7NjYnt-9kVW3B-92xitP-9Rt1JC-9PDqZa-9Rq7zn-6LeyXr-aoamjZ-9iw9rL-9iw9iU-9i
w84Q-9iw9nw-9iw9dE-9it25p-9it21p-9it1Vx-9it1QH-9iw8Pu-9iw8Kj-9it1D8-9it1z2-9it1tV-9it1qM-9iw8m3-9iw8hq-9it1b2-9isZgi-9iw71u-5rvPf3

10

https://www.flickr.com/photos/soldiersmediacenter/4525280169/in/photolist-7TTf8T-558Z3N-aZnTU8-bXMZBs-7UJCh5-aic69D-aZsgGe-5rru1r-ej4wqW-bymmS6-5Nkiiu-eye9LD-5tF2Jh-euDRM-a84YFN-bymmDe-5GamNn-5xwwMQ-5d7VUY-owz7E1-gqWJi-7NjYnt-9kVW3B-92xitP-9Rt1JC-9PDqZa-9Rq7zn-6LeyXr-aoamjZ-9iw9rL-9iw9iU-9iw84Q-9iw9nw-9iw9dE-9it25p-9it21p-9it1Vx-9it1QH-9iw8Pu-9iw8Kj-9it1D8-9it1z2-9it1tV-9it1qM-9iw8m3-9iw8hq-9it1b2-9isZgi-9iw71u-5rvPf3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/soldiersmediacenter/4525280169/in/photolist-7TTf8T-558Z3N-aZnTU8-bXMZBs-7UJCh5-aic69D-aZsgGe-5rru1r-ej4wqW-bymmS6-5Nkiiu-eye9LD-5tF2Jh-euDRM-a84YFN-bymmDe-5GamNn-5xwwMQ-5d7VUY-owz7E1-gqWJi-7NjYnt-9kVW3B-92xitP-9Rt1JC-9PDqZa-9Rq7zn-6LeyXr-aoamjZ-9iw9rL-9iw9iU-9iw84Q-9iw9nw-9iw9dE-9it25p-9it21p-9it1Vx-9it1QH-9iw8Pu-9iw8Kj-9it1D8-9it1z2-9it1tV-9it1qM-9iw8m3-9iw8hq-9it1b2-9isZgi-9iw71u-5rvPf3

